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is that the need for scientific methods became acute in
Europe at an earlier date than in the United States. Urban
communities are closer together there. The central author-
ities of England, France, and Germany long ago condemned
the practice of turning untreated city sewage into rivers and
lakes; consequently the municipal authorities were forced
to find means of reducing the nuisance created by that
plan. Since in America the state health boards have lacked
either the power or the courage to take this stand until
vpry recent years, many cities still go on polluting our
streams in a manner which public opinion would not for a
moment tolerate in European lands. Within the last dozen
years, however, this situation has been slowly changing,
as is shown, for example, by the excellent work of the State
Board of Health in Ohio, and it is altogether likely that the
next decade or two will see great progress in the art of
sanitary sewage disposal throughout the United States. So
far as scientific knowledge and sanitary skill are concerned,
however, America is and for some time has been quite abreast
of Europe. Some of the world's recognized leaders in this
branch of science are American engineers. As a pioneer of
scientific sanitary investigation,, indeed, the Lawrence ex-
periment station, already referred to, has not been excelled by
any European institution. Paradoxical as it may seem, a
country which, has in many respects led the way in sewage
disposal as a science has lagged far behind iii sewage disposal
as a practical art.

and statistics of sowage-disposal undertakings in various European cities.
See, for example, Reports, No. 61, pp. 1281-1291 (March 15, 1913), and
No. 29, pp. 449-454 (February 4, 1914), The best treatise on British
sewage-disposal methods is H. Lemmoin-Cannon's Text Book on Sewage
Disposal in the United Kingdom (London, 1912). This work is Abased
largely on the material gathered by the Eoyal Commission on Sewage
Disposal, which was established in 1898 and has since issued nine reports
of formidable dimensions. These reports contain a great accumulation of
data relating to water pollution, trade wastes, and sewage-disposal methods
both in England and elsewhere*